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3B NEW REC CENTER LIFTS SPIRITS IN HALLANDALE 5B DEERFIELD BANK ROBBER MAY BE A REPEATER 

H ialeah shenanigans in
cozy contracts without
bidding. Problems at

the water and sewer depart-
ment. Officials using city time
to work on private projects
with taxpayer-paid materials.
Miami Beach machinations
about charter elections. Ambu-
lance chasers. Ballot corruption
and malfunction in Miami-
Dade. 

No, I’m not talking about this
past week, though most of
these issues keep coming back
to bite us, and to look at the
comments on stories online
you would think the trans-
gressions were all the Cubans’
fault and that this city is a Ba-
nana Republic. Not so fast,
compadres.

This is a journey through
memory lane, especially for
those who weren’t here in
1964-65. It comes courtesy of a
Dade County grand jury report
back when Richard E. Gerstein
was the county’s state attorney
and stellar lawyers like Sey-
mour Gelber and Mortin L.
Perry were among his assis-
tants. 

I was trolling through the
Web, checking on corrupt Flor-
ida Supreme Court justices 

IN MY OPINION

Myriam
Marquez
mmarquez@
MiamiHerald.com

Corruption
nothing new
in this county

•TURN TO MARQUEZ, 5B

F or the better part of two
years now, Gov. Rick
Scott and the Florida

Republican Party have been
scouring the state like a sheriff
and his posse, hot on the trail
of election bandits.

Turns out, our Republican
gunslingers didn’t have far to
look. The wily varmints cor-
rupting Florida’s electoral
process have been working
right under their noses.

Republican Party operatives
were running what appear to
be fraudulent voter registration
activities in at least nine Flori-
da counties (including Miami-
Dade) and probably more. And
they were doing it with party
money. Strategic Allied Con-
sulting, the party’s highest paid
vendor, reportedly collected
$667,598 in July, and $667,598
more in August to register new
voters. But all that money came
with a wink.

The unseemly ways of Stra-
tegic Allied became apparent
in Palm Beach County on Sept.
5, when a campaign worker
showed up at one of the county
election supervisor’s satellite
offices with a bundle of 304
new voter registration forms. 

IN MY OPINION

Fred 
Grimm
fgrimm@
MiamiHerald.com

•TURN TO GRIMM, 6B

Home is
where the
fraud is 

MiamiHerald.com/
columnists

Read past columns

DESTIN — If Republican
Connie Mack IV is shouldering
the burden of his party’s control of
the U.S. Senate, you wouldn’t
know it last week as he finished a
six-day bus tour of 17 cities in

North and Central Florida.
In 26 stops, Mack drew modest

crowds and meager media atten-
tion as he crisscrossed the state.
The steady drip of negative poll
numbers had him battling expec-
tations as much as barbs from his
challenger, incumbent Democrat
Sen. Bill Nelson. And with about
four weeks before early voting be-
gins, the general public still seems
ambivalent.

In the Republican stronghold of
Destin on Thursday, Mack greeted
about 25 supporters outside the

Donut Hole cafe on Highway 98,
and then went inside to introduce
himself to customers. 

“Could you get us menus?’’ one
elderly couple asked Mack, 45, the
four-term congressman from Fort

Myers, after he shook their hands.
The congressman obliged. 

None of it has cracked Mack’s
cool. 

He has tethered his fortunes, his
message and his strategy to Re-
publican presidential candidate
Mitt Romney and confidently tells
audiences “if Mitt Romney wins, I 

CAMPAIGN 2012 | U.S. SENATE

Mack battling from behind
! Down in the polls and
trailing in fundraising,
Republican Connie Mack
took a bus tour through GOP
strongholds in North and
Central Florida last week.

BY MARY ELLEN KLAS
Herald/Times Tallahassee Bureau 

MiamiHerald.typepad.com/
nakedpolitics

The latest news in Florida politics

•TURN TO MACK, 2B

MACK NELSON

This is it, the home stretch in
The Miami Herald’s Best Block in
South Florida competition, which
aims to showcase some of the

most scintillating urban places in
the region.

Voting for the people’s choice
award closes Sunday at midnight,
so hurry to the contest website
(www.miamiherald.com/best

block/). Study the 170 video and
photo submissions highlighting
urban blocks from West Palm
Beach all the way south to Down-
town Dadeland, and “like” as many
… well, as many as you like. It’s all
for fun, and we guarantee you will
be dazzled, entertained and
amused by the rich variety and
creativity — and occasional

wackiness — on full display. 
Then, early Monday, our expert

panel will convene at the Herald
building in downtown Miami to
judge the entries. We expect to an-
nounce the top two runners-up in
the video and the photo categories
online Monday and in print on 

CONTEST

Last chance to vote on SoFla’s best block
! Vote to pick the ‘people’s choice’ in the Best Block in
South Florida competition before Sunday’s deadline.
Finalists for cash awards will be announced next week.

BY ANDRES VIGLUCCI
aviglucci@MiamiHerald.com

•TURN TO BLOCK, 5B

Jamie Bardol stood on the shoulder of Loxa-
hatchee Road to lay down a burden from 20
years ago.

She read aloud a poem, words someone sent
her to absolve.

“I thought it would be appropriate for me to
make a statement here today,” Bardol later said.
“It’s not anything to do with me; it’s about re-
membering their lives.”

Here on the northwest edge of Broward
County, families, neighbors and classmates re-
flected on the five teenagers who lived, until a
fatal accident in September 1992 claimed their
lives.

Many members of the community touched
by tragedy came once again to the edge of Lox
Road, to celebrate and add to a memorial for
the dead. Ten years ago, they mounted crosses
in their honor; on Saturday, they added bench-

BROWARD COUNTY

LETTING GO OF THE PAIN

RELEASE: Suzanne Garcia Pino, sister of Katy Garcia, one of the teens who died, lets
go of balloons during a ceremony on Saturday.

PHOTOS BY EILEEN SOLER/FOR THE MIAMI HERALD

SHE DROVE THE CAR: Jamie Bardol reads a
poem in memory of the five friends. Her
twin sister was one of the survivors.

Family and friends of five
teens killed in 1992 talked
of supporting one another.

BY MICHAEL FINCH II
mfinch@MiamiHerald.com

MiamiHerald.com/photos
See more photos from the ceremony

•TURN TO CRASH, 2B
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DRAWN SATURDAY, SEPT. 29
Midday Cash 3 0-1-1
Midday Play 4 5-5-7-8
Night Cash 3 2-8-4
Night Play 4 5-3-5-9
Lotto (Xtra: x3) 10-15-21-28-35-41
Fantasy 5 4-18-21-26-30
Powerball 14-18-28-29-57 +8

FRIDAY, SEPT. 28
FANTASY 5: 3-11-18-20-30

CORRECT PAYOFF WINNERS 
5 of 5 Rolldown 0
4 of 5 $555 326
3 of 5 $17.50 9,961

MEGA MONEY: 3-5-10-26 +7

CORRECT PAYOFF WINNERS 
4 of 4+1 Rollover 0
4 of 4 $533.50 12
3 of 4+1 $230 61
3 of 4 $33.50 1,235
2 of 4+1 $17 1,688
2 of 4 $2 31,728
1 of 4+1 $2.50 11,734

Tuesday’s jackpot: $550,000

THURSDAY, SEPT. 27
FANTASY 5: 1-3-25-29-31

CORRECT PAYOFF WINNERS 
5 of 5 $67,353.39 3
4 of 5 $115.50 281
3 of 5 $10.50 8,297

WEDNESDAY, SEPT. 26
FANTASY 5: 10-20-24-27-32

CORRECT PAYOFF WINNERS 
5 of 5 Rolldown 0
4 of 5 $555 280
3 of 5 $23 9,223

LOTTO: 1-3-16-19-25-38 (Xtra: x4)

CORRECT PAYOFF WINNERS 
6 of 6 Rollover 0
5 of 6 $3,835.50 34
4 of 6 $55 1,944
3 of 6 $5 36,850

POWERBALL: 13-26-39-41-42 +10

CORRECT PAYOFF WINNERS 
5 of 5+1 $202.1 million 1 in Iowa
5 of 5 $1 million 0
4 of 5+1 $10,000 2
4 of 5 $100 113
3 of 5+1 $100 213
3 of 5 $7 7,058
2 of 5+1 $7 3,717
1 of 5+1 $4 24,661
0 of 5+1 $4 50,761

TUESDAY, SEPT. 25
FANTASY 5: 1-12-16-29-30

CORRECT PAYOFF WINNERS 
5 of 5 $199,591.64 1
4 of 5 $127.50 252
3 of 5 $10.50 8,258

MEGA MONEY: 6-20-36-42 +5

CORRECT PAYOFF WINNERS 
4 of 4+1 $1.6 million 1
4 of 4 $3,791 2
3 of 4+1 $395.50 42
3 of 4 $56.50 875
2 of 4+1 $27 1,273
2 of 4 $2 27,302
1 of 4+1 $3 11,601

MONDAY, SEPT. 24
FANTASY 5: 4-5-17-26-32

CORRECT PAYOFF WINNERS 
5 of 5 Rolldown 0
4 of 5 $555 233
3 of 5 $22.50 7,958

SUNDAY, SEPT. 23
FANTASY 5: 3-7-13-28-30

CORRECT PAYOFF WINNERS 
5 of 5 $86,166.05 2
4 of 5 $112.50 247
3 of 5 $9 8,229

SATURDAY, SEPT. 22
FANTASY 5: 17-20-23-25-33

CORRECT PAYOFF WINNERS 
5 of 5 $259,759.85 1
4 of 5 $130.50 321
3 of 5 $11 10,572

LOTTO: 13-19-30-43-46-51 (Xtra: x3)

CORRECT PAYOFF WINNERS 
6 of 6 Rollover 0
5 of 6 $7,687.50 22
4 of 6 $89.50 1,406
3 of 6 $5.50 31,049

POWERBALL: 2-16-18-40-42 +33

CORRECT PAYOFF WINNERS 
5 of 5+1 Rollover 0
5 of 5 $1 million 0
4 of 5+1 $10,000 1
4 of 5 $100 116
3 of 5+1 $100 172
3 of 5 $7 6,601
2 of 5+1 $7 3,369
1 of 5+1 $4 21,145
0 of 5+1 $4 42,213

FLA. LOTTERY
RESULTS

win. If I win, Mitt Romney
wins.”

That’s a hard hill to climb,
according to the polls. In
this must-win swing state
for Romney, the former
Massachusetts governor re-
mains locked in a statistical
tie with President Barack
Obama. The latest Senate
polls show Mack trailing
Nelson by between nine and
14 percentage points. Even
Mack’s own poll, a survey of
600 voters taken last Sun-
day, showed him five per-
centage points down, with a
margin of error of plus or
minus four percent. 

“Stay tuned,’’ Mack told
reporters in Pensacola
Thursday. “We’re not done
yet.”

True, and Mack argues he
will have enough money
and outside help to fight to

Nov. 6. He won’t reveal his
totals, but predicted there
will be “$25 to $30 million”
spent on his campaign be-
fore it’s over and points to a
new infusion of third-party
attack ads against Nelson. 

The U.S. Chamber of
Commerce is spending $2
million on ads this week,
Mack said. American Cross-
roads, a super PAC founded
by Republican political
strategist Karl Rove, an-
nounced it’s spending $1.8
million in Florida on a tele-
vision ad hitting Nelson’s
record on Medicare.

Time is running out, how-
ever, with Washington pun-
dits losing interest in what
they once viewed as a com-
petitive race. Jennifer Duffy,
who tracks U.S. Senate races
for the Cook Political Re-
port, wrote in the National
Journal last week that the
chances of Republicans tak-

ing Senate seats from Dem-
ocrats in Missouri, Ohio and
Florida are “remote, at best.”

Mack and Republicans
still see Nelson, who is seek-
ing his third term, as vulner-
able to a challenge in Flori-
da’s divided political cli-
mate. With Nelson keeping
a low-profile so far, Mack
has attacked with taunts of
“Where is Bill Nelson?”

Nelson has agreed to a
single debate against Mack
in Fort Lauderdale on Oct. 17
and he has scheduled a
“Barnstorming Tour” of the
state to follow. He raised
more than $13 million by the
end of the last reporting pe-
riod in July and steered it to-
ward a barrage of negative
television ads, attacking
Mack for his personal finan-
cial woes, his divorce, his
hard-partying youth and at-
tendance record in Con-
gress. 

Before the ads launched
in early August, Nelson had
$8.8 million left in the bank
compared to Mack’s $1.3
million. 

Mack said he’s confident
in Romney’s “very aggres-
sive voter ID and turnout
model for the state” that
helped him win a bruising
primary. And, like Romney,
Mack is battling the polls. 

“They’re just not accu-
rate,’’ Mack told a Pensacola
radio talk show last Thurs-
day, echoing a Republican
claim that pollsters this year
are modeling their numbers
on 2008 voter turnout and
sampling Democrats more
heavily than is prudent. 

His latest bus tour fea-
tured National Rifle Associ-
ation President David
Keene in Jacksonville and
Florida Attorney General
Pam Bondi and outgoing
state Senate President Mike
Haridopolos in Tampa and
touted the support of the
National Federation of Inde-
pendent Business in Lake-

land. 
Despite the endorse-

ments, Mack finds himself
on the defensive by having
to introduce himself to vot-
ers and counter Nelson’s
stinging television ads. 

Even in the Panhandle,
where the economy runs on
tourism and the military and
voters are Republican and
conservative, Mack’s advan-
tage is not automatic. Nel-
son has earned support as
an outspoken critic of cuts
to the military and a vocal
advocate for tourism and
seafood workers hurt by the
BP oil spill.

“I think Connie will win
northwest Florida,’’ said
Ashton Hayward, the Re-
publican mayor of Pensaco-
la. The economy has made
most voters “looking for
anything and everything to
turn things around.” 

But, he added, “Nelson
has an incredible name. It’s
going to be a challenge.”

Everywhere he goes,
Mack urges audiences to
“get this country back” and
links Nelson to Obama. 

“Bill Nelson and Barack
Obama believe in a govern-
ment centralized approach

to our lives,’’ he told the Des-
tin crowd. “I believe in free
markets, free enterprise. Bill
Nelson and Barack Obama
have nationalized our
healthcare system and they
want to nationalize our
banks and our automobile
industry.”

He accuses Nelson of crit-
icizing the cuts in the Medi-
care Advantage plan as “un-
conscionable” but then vot-
ing for the Affordable Care
Act, which he claims will in-
clude the reductions.

Nelson’s spokesman, Paul
Kincaid ,counters that Nel-
son successfully introduced
an amendment to shield
current Medicare Advan-
tage recipients. And the alle-
gation that the health re-
form act will cut funding for
Medicare has been de-
bunked by many, including
PolitiFact, the Tampa Bay
Times website the Miami
Herald partners with to
check claims by political
candidates and others.

Mack criticizes Nelson
for voting for the debt-ceil-
ing deal last December,
which included the possibil-
ity that when the automatic
debt reduction trigger

known as “sequestration”
takes effect there could be as
much as $500 billion in cuts
to the military over 10 years. 

Such deep cuts would be
devastating for the Panhan-
dle, which is dependent on
Tyndall Air Force Base and
the Naval Air Station.

But Kincaid notes that
Nelson is working with Re-
publican leaders to forge a
compromise and avoid the
“sequestration” cuts.

Steve Czonstka, a retired
Air Force pilot and defense
contractor living in Blue
Water Bay, near Destin,
doesn’t buy it.

“Bill Nelson comes up
here all the time and says
nice things about the base
and then goes right back to
Washington and votes like
an Obama clone,’’ he said.
“We need someone who
walks the talk.”

Mack, however, doesn’t
shy away from military bud-
get cuts and voted against
the Ryan budget plan be-
cause it “doesn’t balance
quick enough for me.” He
told listeners on Pensacola’s
WNRP-1620 AM that he be-
lieves the defense budget is
not immune to waste. “Sure,
there’s a place to cut,’’ he
said. 

As the conservative talk
radio channel devoted an
hour to promoting Mack
during evening drive time
on Thursday, host Branden
Rather tried to get a reluc-
tant Mack to offer up one ex-
ample of something he and
Nelson agree on.

“I think he’s a nice guy,’’
Mack replied. “He and his
wife Grace are good peo-
ple.” Mack added, “We need
a change. We need to go a
different direction.”

Mary Ellen Klas can be
reached at meklas@Mi-
amiHerald.com. Follow her
on Twitter @MaryEllen-
Klas 
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Mack tries to whip up interest with bus tour
•MACK, FROM 1B

U.S. Senate race: key issues
! Debt ceiling. Nelson voted for a bi-partisan debt ceil-

ing deal last December though it could lead to automatic
spending cuts, including $500 billion from the defense
budget. Mack voted against it. Nelson said he is working
with Republican senators to find an alternative to the
so-called ‘sequester’ trigger.

! Medicare. Mack accuses Nelson of opposing the cut to
the Medicare Advantage plan and then voting for the
Affordable Care Act, claiming it cuts Medicare. However,
Nelson successfully amended the Affordable Care Act —
dubbed Obamacare — to protect current patients in the
Medicare Advantage program, and allegations that the
healthcare reforms cut funding for Medicare have been
disputed.

! Oil drilling. Nelson opposes expanding oil and gas
drilling leases in the eastern Gulf of Mexico. Mack supports
drilling off Florida’s coast as long as the military is protect-
ed and the state gets revenue from it.

es, plants and mulch.
“It’s a painful story. There

is no way to sugarcoat it,”
said Marilyn Garcia, mother
of Katy Garcia, who died the
night of the accident.

‘ALL MY BEST FRIENDS’

Twenty years ago, a three-
car convoy charged down
Lox Road headed to a bon-
fire to celebrate Nikki Roll-
er’s upcoming birthday.

They taunted and jeered
one another to catch up.
Jamie Bardol, then 16, was at
the helm of her grandmoth-
er’s 1986 Pontiac Grand Am
carrying seven of her closest
friends when the car
swerved in an S-curve and
plunged into the Hillsboro
Canal.

The passengers from oth-
er cars rushed to aid their
classmates. Billy Longhini,
now 35, was in one of the
other cars.

“Those were all my best
friends,” he said. “I wish I
could have done more.”

Only three survived that
night: Jamie Bardol, her twin
sister Lori Bardol and Shari
Gerber.

The dead included Bran-
don Marcoux, 16; Katy Gar-
cia, 16; Jennie Gentile, 15;
Adam Garces, 16; and Nikki
Roller, who was two hours
shy of her 17th birthday.

They became know as
B.K.J.A.N., an acronym used
by Marjory Stoneman
Douglas High classmates to
simplify an event that was
everything but. A Facebook
page was set up in their
memory.

STILL TEARS

More than 50 people
showed up for Saturday’s
memorial. 

“It’s been 20 years and
there is still a lot of tears,”
said Davey Marcoux-Young,
the mother of Brandon
Marcoux.

Her eyes are tired. She
cries while talking about her
son. 

“I just don’t see them as
35. I still see them as 15.”

Marcoux-Young is now in
the process of adopting a
3-year-old girl.

“I think Brandon would

have enjoyed having a baby
sister,’’ she said.

The idea for the memorial
service came from Robin
Moldoff Pennant, who went
to school with the teens.

“I just wanted to be able to
celebrate their lives and
keep their memories alive,’’
Pennant said.

The informal service in-
cluded the reading of poetry,
giving four crosses and one
Star of David a fresh coat of
paint, and releasing
balloons.

Lauren Beaty, 35, still
wears a nameplate that says
“BKJAN.” She came from
Los Angeles to be at the
memorial.

“It was a really a confus-
ing time for everybody,”
Beaty said. “And we all
mourn differently.”

Grief came in all forms af-

ter the accident. Some
lashed out at Jamie Bardol,
calling her a “murderer.”
Others kept silent. 

Marilyn Garcia, who
comforted Jamie Bardol at
her trial, spoke about the
frenzy that ensued.

“We all understand. We
all mucked up,” said Garcia.
“If something like this hap-
pens again, maybe we’ll do
things differently.”

She and her husband Er-
nie detoured a trip to Cana-
da to come to the memorial.
“The best way to deal with a
tragedy is to support each
other,” Ernie Garcia said.

STILL PROCESSING

Lori Bardol never went to
any of the five funerals. She
was hospitalized in a coma.

“Hopefully it was a time
for healing for everyone — it

was for me,” Lori Bardol said
Saturday.

Although Jamie Bardol
wasn’t seriously injured
physically in the accident,
she underwent years of
emotional torment.

After pleading no contest
to a traffic violation, she was
fined $250, ordered to per-
form 200 hours of commu-
nity service, complete a
course in safe driving and
serve a six-month curfew.

During that time, parents
of some of the dead teens
hired a private investigator
to try to catch Jamie violat-
ing her probation.

She went from a solid “A”
student to getting “D’s” and
“F’s.”

She and Lori sued their
mother, who had abandoned
them when they were tod-
dlers, for unpaid child sup-
port. Jamie needed the mon-
ey to pay for her college tu-
ition to the University of
Florida.

They never got a dime. A
District Court of Appeal
judge upheld a ruling that
the case be thrown out in
1999. 

Jamie moved to California
and got a job in finance and
banking. She moved back to
Coral Springs a few years
ago, but isn’t working now
and plans to move again
soon.

“It has taken me 20 years
to process this,” Jamie Bar-
dol said.

“And I’m still processing
this.”

BROWARD COUNTY

Ceremony recalls teens’ death 
•CRASH, FROM 1B

THE PAIN PERSISTS: Davey Marcoux-Young, mother of Brandon Marcoux, says, ‘I
just don’t see them as 35. I still see them as 15.’

EILEEN SOLER/FOR THE MIAMI HERALD

AFTER THE CRASH: Jamie Bardol, left, waits with twin
sister Lori to talk with the press. She pleaded no
contest to a traffic violation and was fined $250.
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